[image: image1.png]



State of Delaware

Office of the Governor
	For Immediate Release:
	Contact
	Joe Rogalsky

	June 18, 2009
	
	302.744.4153

	
	
	302.745.9299

	Number of pages:  2
	
	


June 22 – 28, 2009 is Pollinator Week in Delaware and across the Nation

Governor Markell, urges Delawareans to participate in celebration activities

In recognition of the importance of bees, birds, and other species in providing our food, fiber, and shelter, Governor Jack Markell has proclaimed the week of June 22 – 28, 2009 as Pollinator Week in Delaware.  In the proclamation, Governor Markell said, “There are many simple, low cost pollinator-friendly practices that can be utilized by homeowners, farmers, and land managers to protect our food and fiber supply and our quality of life.   I hope that everyone will become more aware of the importance of pollinators and help protect them and their habitats. On June 23, Carla and I will initiate a project to make the Woodburn Garden more pollinator friendly.”   

June 23 – Celebrate Pollinator week at Woodburn Garden.  

WHO:  

Governor Jack Markell and First Lady Carla Markell 



Secretary of Agriculture Ed Kee




Delaware Department of Agriculture (DDA) Plant Industries Section staff




Delaware Beekeepers Association



Members of the Delaware Nursery and Landscape Association



Members of the Delaware Master Gardeners



Local students




WHERE:
Woodburn, Official Governor’s Residence





151 Kings Highway, Dover, Delaware
WHAT:
1.    Governor Jack Markell and First Lady Carla Markell will make remarks about the
 




importance of pollinators  and their initiative to make the Woodburn Garden a pollinator 



friendly site in Delaware.  


2.   The Delaware Beekeepers Association, the Delaware Nursery and Landscape Association, 


and the Delaware Department of Agriculture will present plants and a Bee Condo for the “pollinator friendly” initiative.  
            3.  The State Apiarist will have a demonstration beehive on display.

            4.  Immediately following the event, attendees are invited to tour the Woodburn Garden, “A Work in Progress.”
WHEN: 
10:30 AM  




June 23, 2009

-MORE-
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Other Delaware activities celebrating pollinators include:
· June 18 – Browesabout Books Pollinators’ event

WHO: 

Ed Kee, Secretary of Agriculture





Faith Kuehn, DDA Plant Industries Administrator





Robert Mitchell, State Apiarist





DDA Plant Industries staff


WHERE:
Browseabout Books 





113 Rehoboth Ave.





Rehoboth Beach, Delaware


WHAT:
WGMD live radio broadcast: Importance of bees to Delaware agriculture





Honey tasting





Bee hive demonstration





Native bees display


WHEN:
7:00 AM – 9:00 AM





June 18, 2009

· June 20 –  Pollinator Week displays and activities at the Lewes Farmer’s Market.  

WHO:  

4-H members




Delaware Beekeepers




DDA Plant Industries Staff

WHERE: 
Historic Lewes Farmers’ Market





Lewes Historical Society Complex

110 Shipcarpenter Street 
Lewes, Delaware
WHAT:      
1. Delaware Beekeepers Association:  Observation hive of honey bees and 
show-and-tell with tools of the beekeeping trade.  Beekeepers will be on hand to talk with                    people.

2. Dover 4-H.  Display about their beekeeping projects 

3. Delaware Department of Agriculture:  Display about the Department's "Farming for Native   

Bees" project, and the many bees native to Delaware - diggers, greens, bumbles and etc.  DDA will be showcase 1 the 2 Native Bee Condos built to celebrate this week.  
4.  Butterfly and bee craft for kids.

WHEN:
8:00 AM – Noon
Pollinators are among the hardest working creatures on earth.  Most of the 200,000 species that act as pollinators are insects, and bees are the premier pollinators.  These creatures transfer pollen grains from flower to flower of the same species so the plants can set seeds and fruit.  One out of every three bites of food is pollinator dependent.  Our food supply and our quality of life would be seriously impacted if we lost our pollinators.  
Copies of the proclamation are available.  Contact Anne Fitzgerald, Chief of Community Relations, Delaware Department of Agriculture at 302.698.4520 or look under Hot Topics on the DDA website:  www.dda.delaware.gov.
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